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The extermination does not stop: there are 10
murders of social leaders in November with the
murder of Nicodemus Luna
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This former leader of the Union Sindical Obrera {USO) was found
dead along with his nephew in Dibulla {Guajira)

o The extermination does not stop: there are 10 murders of social leaders in November with the
homicide of Micodemus Luna

Nicodemus Luna was d leader in the Union Sindical Obrera (USO). He was found deod along with his
nephew in Dibulla (Guajira) on Soturday, Movember 26. (Twitter Senator vdén Cepeda)

With the murder of Nicodemus Luna in Dibulla {Gugjira), on Soturday, November 26, this month
reaches the tragic number of 10 social leaders assassinated in Colombia.< fh>

His lifeless body was found along with that of his nephew Edinson Novitefio Luna in the village of
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Mearta Tigre in the vicinity of the Campona Nuevo corregimiento, on the side of the Troncal Caribe
highway, reported in the regional newspaper £f Herafdo.

Apparently, the murder of these two people it would be related to the purchase of land in the
mentioned municipality of La Guadjira, thet the deceased wanted to dedicote to agriculture, they acdded
in the Caribbean newspaoper.

Lunao was a prominent union leader in the oil sector and became o leader of the Unidn Sindical Obrera
{USO) in the Tibd branch {North of Santander) and is currently affilioted with the National Association
of Cil Pensioners of Colombia [Andepetrol), indicated in the Institute of Studies for Development and
Peace [Indepaz).

In the 19805 and 1990s he was persecuted, threatened and suffered attempts on his life by
paramilitaries for his union work, and he was even the victim of legal persecution and imprisoned, the
Andipetrol National Board of Directors said in o statement.

“Historical and exemplary fighter of the old USQ. It was always characterized by being in the front line
in the hardest moments of the union organizetion, in the paramilitary and institutional ottack of the
governments and administrations of ECOPETROL (sic)”, they expressed in the letter.

In fact, in El Heraldo they highlighted thot the alleged judicial setups of which he would have been o
victim, and which resulted in their being unjustly deprived of their liberty, They were consigned by o
Human Rights organization and presented before the Special Jurisdiction for Peace [JEP).

Meanwhile, Senator Gloria Fldrez of the Pacto Histérico repudiated this new crime by o social leader in
the country, through her account Twitter official: “Comracde Nicodemus Luna, former USO leader in
Tibd and Ecopetrel pensioner, who had been doing social and community work, was murdered. Total
rejection of this crime by the enemies of Peace (sic)”™

Along the same lines, and along with a photo of the former USQ leader, Ivéin Cepeda, o congressman
also from the current government coalition, expressed his condolences: “They denounce the murder of
Nicodemus Luna ot the hands of of paramilitaries. | express my solidarity to @usofrentecbrero and her
family (sic)™

For this last weelkeend of November the macabre counter of murders of social leaders in Colombia it
recches 10 victims with the homicide of Luna, which adds to those of Oswaldo Eliecer Duglas Bula,
killed in the vicinity of the El Recuerdo urbanization, in the south of the city of Monteria (Cérdoba); and
that of Efrain Séinchez Durdn, whose life was violently taken in Barrancabermeja {Santander). The
two crimes were perpetrated on the night of Friday, November 25.

Prior to these homicides, last week the crimes of Alberto Quina, an indigenous leader who perished in
o massacre that took place in Cajibio (Couca ) on Sunday, November 20; Mario Oscar Solarte,
murdered on Thursday, November 17 in Buenaventura (Valle del Cauca), and Carlos Andrés Posada
whio was killed on Monday, November 14 in ltuango (Antioguic) .
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