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GAMMA Investing LLC grew its stake in shares of S.A(NYSE:EC -
Free Report) by 1,639.4% during the first quarter, according to the company in
its most recent 13F filing with the Securities & Exchange Commission. The
institutional investor owned 272,620 shares of the oil and gas company's stock
after buying an additional 256,947 shares during the period. GAMMA Investing
LLC's holdings in were worth 526,113,000 at the end of the most
recent reporting period.
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Other hedge funds also recently made changes to their positions in the
company. Arrowstreet Capital Limited Partnership purchased a new stake in
in the 4th quarter worth $13,760,000. Millennium Management LLC
purchased a new stake in in the 4th quarter worth $3,019,000.
Charles Schwab Investment Management Inc. boosted its holdings in shares
of by 63.8% during the 4th quarter. Charles Schwab Investment
Management Inc. now owns 696,412 shares of the oil and gas company's stock
valued at 55,516,000 after purchasing an additional 271,296 shares during the
last quarter. SBI Securities Co. Ltd. purchased a new position in shares of
during the fourth quarter valued at about $2,060,000. Finally,
Marshall Wace LLP grew its position in shares of by 172.3% during
the fourth quarter. Marshall Wace LLP now owns 370,555 shares of the oil and
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234,459 shares in the last quarter.

Analyst Upgrades and Downgrades

valued at 55,516,000 after purchasing an additional 271,296 shares during the

last quarter. SBI Securities Co. Ltd. purchased a new position in shares of
during the fourth quarter valued at about 52,060,000. Finally,

by 172.3% during

the fourth quarter. Marshall Wace LLF now owns 370,555 shares of the oil and

Marshall Wace LLP grew its position in shares of

gas company's stock valued at 52,935,000 after purchasing an additional
234,459 shares in the last quarter.

Analyst Upgrades and Downgrades

Check Out Our Latest Reporton EC

Price Performance

Shares of NYSE:EC traded up 50.37 on Friday, reaching $9.00. The company's
stock had a trading volume of 2,505,928 shares, compared to its average
volume of 2,438,914, The company has a b0-day simple moving average of
$8.65 and a 200 day simple moving average of 58.90. S.A. hasab2-
week low of $7.21and a b2-week high of $12.67. The company has a debt-to-
equity ratio of 1.00, a quick ratio of 1.38 and a current ratio of 1.68. The company
has a market cap of $18.50 billion, a P/E ratio of 4.31and a beta of 0.82.

Cuts Dividend

The business also recently disclosed an annual dividend, which was paid on
Tuesday, May Bth. Stockholders of record on Monday, April 28th were paid a
$0.5202 dividend. This represents a dividend yield of 34.2%. The ex-dividend

date was Monday, April 28th. 's payout ratio is 90.96%.

Company Profile (Free Report)

SA operates as an integrated energy company. The company
operates through four segments: Exploration and Production; Transport and
Logistics; Refining, Petrochemical and Biofuels; and Electric Power

Transmission and Toll Roads Concessions. It engages in the exploration and
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production of oil and gas: transportation of crude oil, motor fuels, fuel oil, and
otherrefined products, including diesel, jet, and biofuels; processing and
refining crude oil; distribution of natural gas and LPG; sale of refined and
petrochemical products; supplying of electric power transmission services;
design, development, construction, operation, and maintenance of road and
energy infrastructure projects; and supplying of information technology and
telecommunications services.
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Should You Invest $1,000 in Right Now?

Before you consider, you'll want to hear this.

MarketBeat keeps track of Wall Street's top-rated and best performing
research analysts and the stocks they recommend to their clients on a daily
basis. MarketBeat has identified the five stocks that top analysts are quietly

whispering to their clients to buy now before the broader market catches on...

and wasn't on the list.

While cu rrently has a Hold rating among analysts, top-rated analysts

believe these five stocks are better buys.

VIEW THE FIVE STOCKS HERE >

20 HIGH-YIELD DIVIDEND STOCKS THAT COULD RUIN



YOUR RETIREMENT

Almost everyone loves strong dividend-paying stocks, but
high vields can signal danger. Oiscover 20 high-vyield
dividend stocks paying an unsustainably large percentage
of their earnings. Enter your email to get this report and
avoid a high-vield dividend trap.
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