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Colombia’s largest oil company
accused of hiding environmental
damage
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Awhistleblower report reveals that , Colombia’s state-controlled oil giant, concealed
hundreds of pollution incidents, maintained secret surveillance on environmental activists, and
wielded undue influence over regulators.

Awhistleblower report reveals that , Colombia’s state-controlled oil giant, concealed
hundreds of pollution incidents, maintained secret surveillance on environmental activists, and
wielded undue influence over regulators.

Iie Hoejris Dahl reports for AMongabay

In short:

* The Environmental Investigation Agency and Earthworks analyzed leaked documents
showing that hid over 600 major environmental damage incidents between
2010 and 2016, failing to report nearly 90% of known environmental harms to
shareholders.

* The company allegedly tracked 1,200 individuals in areas where it operates and spent
522 million in 2018 on national security forces, with activists reporting threats and
intimidation.

* Despite complaints to authorities, no action has been taken against . which
remains a dominant force in Colombia’s economy.

Key quote:

"There are places where nature is completely degraded and polluted” from oil extraction and
refining.
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— Oscar Sampayo, displaced environmental activist
Why this matters:

5 alleged cover-ups highlight the ongoing struggle to hold major Tossil fuel companies
accountable for environmental harm. Qil spills and methane emissions contribute o pollution
and climate change, while activists face intimidation for exposing wrongdoing. In Colombia,
where environmental defenders are frequently targzeted, corporate influence over regulators
raises concerns about enforcement of environmental protections.

Beyond Colombia, the case reflects a kroader global challenge: ensuring transparency in the
fossil fuel sector. While companies pledge to curb emissions and protect ecosystems,
investigations often reveal discrepancies between public commitments and on-the-ground
realities. In a country where the oil industry plays a central role in the economy, the balance
between development and environmental stewardship remains fraught.

Related: ‘Living under this constant threat: Environmental defenders face a mounting mental
health crisis

READ THE FULL

ARTICLE

About the author(sk

EHN Curators

[y Articles curated and surmmmarized by the Envircnmental Health News' curation
1 team. Some Al-based tools helped produce this text, with human oversight, fact
checking and editing.

Get top news, hand-
picked by our editors

and researchers,
delivered straight to Enter yvour email SUBSCRIBE SELECT YOUR NEWSLETTERS

your inbod. We offer a
host of daily and weekly
options.

ADVERTISEMENT

= You Might Also Like

TOXICE

Bayer hit with another mass
verdict over Roundup cance

claims

F N

“[ TOF NEWS

mches online tracker for
als found in food

o




1 MIN READ

“i= SPOMSORED ()

The Healthy Pregr
Guide

Nonprofit organizations MADE 54
Plastic Pollution Coalition release
Healthy Pregnancy Guideto help
be navigate the challenges of making

Join the Environmental
Health News community

Stay on top of the latest science and journalism about
environmental health and climate change: Sign up for
our daily and weekly newsletters.

SELECT YOUR NMEWSLETTERS

healthier living choices for babies and the

planet.

» Recent

Top environmental health news from around the world.

CLIMATE | TOF MEWS

EPA considers expanding oilfield wastewater
discharge in eastern U.S. states
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Volunteers scramble to rescue federal
environmental data as Trump administration...

By EHM Curators Mar 24, 2025

TOXICE || TOF MNEWS

PFAS contamination in Bennington is worsening
and spreading beyond expected boundaries
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Nuclear survivors in the Pacific demand global
support for weapons ban
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Brazil Supreme Court justice sparks backlash
with proposal to weaken Indigenous land rights
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Alexandria's fishing families stay put as seas rise
around them
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New York seeks new local funding sources as
flood protection costs soar
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