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S.A. (NYSE:EC - Get Free Report)s share price was down 3.2%
during mid-day trading on Monday . The company traded as low as 58.42

and last traded at $8.49. Approximately 518,302 shares changed hands
during mid-day trading, a decline of 78% from the average daily volume of
2,358,741 shares. The stock had previously closed at 58.77.

F1 cet alerts:

SIGN UP

Emter Your Email Address

Analyst Upgrades and Downgrades

Several research analysts have recently commented on the stock.
JFPMorgan Chase & Co. raised shares of from an "underweight"
rating to a "neutral” rating and raised their target price for the stock from
5750 t0 59.50 in a report on Thursday, February 13th. StockNews.com cut

shares of from a"buy"rating toa "hold" rating in a research report
on Monday, March 17th. Finally, Citigroup raised shares of [Eseai=li0] from a

"neutral” rating to a "buy" rating and lifted their price objective forthe

company from $9.00 to $14.00 in a research note on Tuesday, February 18th.

One investment analyst has rated the stock with a sell rating, three have
given a hold rating and one has given a buy rating to the company.

According to MarketBeat, the company currently has an average rating of
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"Hold"and a consensus price target of $11.00.

Get Qur Latest Analysis on EC

TradingUp 0.9 %

The company has a current ratio of 1.68, a quick ratio of 1.38 and a debt-to-
equity ratio of 1.00. The stock has a market capitalization of $16.71 billion, a
P/E ratio of 3.89 and a beta of 0.86. The stock's fifty day moving average

price 1s $9.42 and its two-hundred day moving average price is $8.78.

Cuts Dividend

The business also recently declared an annual dividend, which will be paid
on Tuesday, May 6th. Investors of record on Monday, April 28th will be paid a
50.5202 dividend. This represents a yield of 34.2%. The ex-dividend date
of this dividend is Monday, April 28th. 's payout ratio s currently
72.73%.

Hedge Funds Weigh In On

Institutional investors have recently added to or reduced their stakes in the
company. Mirae Asset Global Investments Co. Ltd. bought a new stake in

during the first quarter worth about 546,000. Lindbrook Capital
LLC lifted its stake in by 317.5% during the 4th quarter. Lindbrook
Capital LLC now owns 4,784 shares of the oil and gas company's stock
valued at 538,000 after acquiring an additional 3,638 shares during the
period. Platinum Investment Management Ltd. purchased a new stake in
shares of during the 4th quarter valued at about 544,000. Blue
Trust Inc. grew its position in by 33.5% in the 4th quarter. Blue
Trust Inc. now owns 8,480 shares of the oil and gas company's stock worth
$67,000 after purchasing an additional 2,128 shares during the period.
Finally, SG Americas Securities LLC bought a new positionin in
the fourth quarter valued at about $86,000.
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SA operates as an integrated energy company. The company
operates through four segments: Exploration and Production: Transport Search Headlines
and Logistics; Refining, Petrochemical and Biofuels; and Electric Power

Transmission and Toll Roads Concessions. It engages in the exploration Flidanarticie
and production of oil and gas: transportation of crude oil, motor fuels, fuel
oil, and otherrefined products, including diesel, jet, and biofuels;
processing and refining crude oil; distribution of natural gas and LPG: sale
of refined and petrochemical products; supplying of electric power
transmission services; design, development, construction, operation, and
maintenance of road and energy infrastructure projects; and supplying of

information technology and telecommunications services.
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Should You Invest $1,000 in Right
Now?

Before you consider, you'll want to hear this.

MarketBeat keeps track of Wall Street's top-rated and best performing
research analysts and the stocks they recommend to their clients on a daily
basis. MarketBeat has identified the five stocks that top analysts are
quietly whispering to their clients to buy now before the broader market
catcheson... and wasn't on the list.

While currently has a Hold rating among analysts, top-rated

analysts believe these five stocks are better buys.

VIEW THE FIVE STOCKS HERE >

7 STOCKS TO BUY AND HOLD FOREVER

Enter your email address and we'll send you MarketBeat's
list of seven stocks and why their long-term outlooks are
very promising.
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